












I am excited to know that UBC is committed to 
making progress toward realizing its vision of  
being a leading academic institution, globally, 
in meeting the calls to action of  the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of  
Indigenous Peoples, as well as the National 
Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls Calls for Justice. That said, 
transformation takes time. The 2018 Principles 
of  Engagement Gathering was just one step in 
this iterative process of  transformation in which 
UBC is involved.

As you read through this document, please 
consider and reflect upon the principles within. 
We hope that they resonate with those of  you 
involved in Indigenous research and that they 
will be meaningful in terms of  guiding how 
partners want to engage in this work. If  you 
have any comments or feedback, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to the team at IRSI and 
UBC to let us know.

Respectfully,

Dr. Helen Burt
Associate Vice-President
Research & Innovation
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On October 26th, 2018, the Indigenous 
Research Support Initiative hosted a 
gathering, bringing together approximately 90 
Indigenous community leaders and members, 
finding partners, faculty, staff  and students 
with interests and expertise in Indigenous 
research. Held at UBC’s Vancouver campus on 
Musqueam traditional territory, the gathering 
was intended as a space for collaborators to 
co-develop principles of  engagement that 
support Indigenous, community-based research 
collaborations grounded in respect, reciprocity 
and mutual understanding.

Using metaphors of  dwelling spaces and nature, 
this document summarizes the core ideas and 
themes that emerged from the 2018 Principles of  
Engagement Gathering. Just as the floor, framing 
and roof  of  a dwelling provide foundation, 
support and shelter, so do co-developed 
principles for engagement embody the structural 
and supportive elements on which meaningful, 
respectful and mutually beneficial research 
collaborations are built.
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Introduction













Unlearning and 
Relearning 

SACRED CIRCLE 

“The Sacred Circle is available to all those who need spiritual sanctuary 
and can be used as a quiet retreat for rest and reflection” (The First 
Nations Longhouse, Kirkness and Archibald, 2001). This is a gathering 
space as well, demanding personal reflection when used alone and with 
others. At the inception of  a research project, academic partners are called 
on to reflect on their assumptions and be prepared to unlearn formerly 
exploitative practices and learn new ways, as they acquire different 
and new knowledge based on the wisdom and expertise of  community 
partners. To demonstrate accountability and integrity, there needs to be an 
acceptance on the part of  researchers that their understanding might fall 
short at times and that challenges may arise. 
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